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REVIEWS. 

Studies in Political and Social Ethics. By David G. Ritchie, 
Professor of Logic and Metaphysics in the University of St. 
Andrews. London, Macmillan & Co., 1902. — i2mo, ix, 238 pp. 

In whatever Professor Ritchie writes he is always interesting, 
always suggestive and almost always sound. Yet he is, if one might 
use the expression, a tantalizing writer. He whets the appetite 
without wholly satisfying it. In his best known and most pre- 
tentious work, Natural Rights, he has given us what is perhaps 
the best criticism that we have in English upon the doctrine that 
there are in political and social ethics specific rules of conduct 
which admit of definite statement and which are universally valid. 
But in doing this he has not given us what we fain would have, a 
systematic exposition of his own political philosophy. His work suffi- 
ciently discloses the weaknesses of the natural-rights theories, but 
does not itself set forth a doctrine of social obligation built up logi- 
cally, step by step, from premises antecedently admitted or demon- 
strated. The topics of the present volume which, for the most part, 
lie within the same field of inquiry as the Natural Rights, are of the 
same general character. The essays of which the work is composed 
are stimulating, acutely critical and interesting, but hardly instructive 
to the special reader. Theories of "Social Evolution," "Equality," 
"State Interference," "Civic Duties and Party Politics," "War and 
Peace," "The Ultimate Value of Social Effort," and "The Will 
and Responsibility" are considered. The chapter upon "War and 
Peace " is plainly intended, though without any direct assertion to 
that effect, as a defense of the English in their South African war. 
Nothing more is proven, however, than that, granting certain circum- 
stances, such a contest is possible of justification. The chapter on 
" Social Evolution," criticising Mr. Kidd's views, is especially good. 
It is a pity, however, that Professor Ritchie has not seen fit to add 
to it the extremely able review of Kidd's first work, contributed 
in 1894 to the International Journal of Ethics. Regarding the other 
chapters special mention is not needed. w w Willoughby. 
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